
 QUIZ -- STAYMAN  

 

1. 

 

What type of hand do you need to bid stayman?   What is the main purpose of this 
convention?   How many points do you need to use stayman and are  there any exceptions? 
The typical hand that uses stayman has 8+ points and at least 1 four card major.  There is 
one exception referred to as "garbage stayman" -- responder will have 4/4/4/1 distribution and 
bids stayman hoping to improve the contract with an 8-card fit.  There is no point requirement 
for this bid. 

2. If your partner opens 1NT -- how many points do you need to have an invitational hand? 
How many points are needed to insist on Game?  
Assuming we use the 15-17 point range for a notrump opening, responder needs 8-9 points 
for an invitational hand and 10+ points to insist on game. 

3. If you are 5/4 in the Majors -- do you use stayman if you have 8 pts.?   
Yes, with 5/4 in the majors we use stayman. If opener bids 2D, we then bid our 5 card suit on 
the 2 level to show length in that suit and four of the other major and an invitational hand.  
The notrump bidder may have 3S and bid again. 
 

4. What if you are 5/5 in the Majors -- how do you show this type of hand?  
With 5/5 in the majors we use jacoby transfers. 
 

5. Partner opens 1NT.  This is your hand:  KJ982  AQ85  94   T7    What do you do?  
Bid 2C asking opener if he has a 4 card major.  If he responds 2D denying a 4 card major 
make a forcing jump to 3S to show 5+ spades and game values and give opener the option to 
play in 4S with 3 spades or 3NT if he holds a doubleton spade. 
 

 

6.  
Partner opens 1NT.  This is your hand;  KQ87  KJ65  T9   T95   You bid 2C and 
partner bids 2D?  What do you do now?  Do you take another bid?   Yes, you have 9HCP and 
nice intermediates - bid 2NT inviting game. 

 

7. 

 

Partner opens 1NT.    This is your hand.  JT87  Q65  AJxx   T5.  You bid 2C and 
partner bids 2H.  What is he telling you and how do you proceed?     Is he denying 4S?  
He is telling you he has 4H - bidding up the line - he could have 4S - bid 2NT. 

 

8. 

 

Partner opens 1NT. This is your hand:   KJ72  AQ65  T9   J64.   You bid 2  .  
Partner bids 2H.  What is your call?   What do you think the final contact should be?  4H 

9. 

 
Partner opens 1NT.  This is your hand:  JT87  K9652  A   T95   You bid 2  and 
partner bids 2 .  What do you do now?     
You have an invitational hand with 5H so you should bid 2H. 
 

10 
Partner opens 1NT.  This is your hand:  JT87  K9  KQ8   Q965   You bid 2  and 
partner bids 2 .  What do you do now?    With game values bid 3NT. 

11 

 
Partner opens 1NT.  This is your hand:  KJT87  K962  A   T95   You bid 2  and 
partner bids 2 .  What do you bid now?    
You have a game-forcing hand - Jump to 3S - this is forcing to 3nt or 4S depending on the 
holding of the 1NT opener.   

12. 

 
Partner opens 1NT.  This is your hand:  JT87  K962  Q876   5    Do you take a bid 
with this hand or do you pass?   This hand doesn't have 8 points, but given the 4/4/4/1 
distribution it is appropriate to bid 2C and pass whatever partner responds. 



 
13. 

 
Partner opens 2NT.  This is your hand:  A987  J65  T9   Q975   What do you bid and 
why?   Partner has between 20-21 points - bid 3C - if the 2NT opener bids 3S - bid 4S - if he 
bids 3D or 3H - bid 3nt. 

14. 

 
Partner opens 2 .  This is your hand:  AJ87  T86  T9   QT95   Your first response is 
to bid 2D (artificial waiting response) since that is your partnership agreement.  Partner then 
bids 2NT -- what should you do now?  Treat this as IF he had opened 2NT and bid stayman. 

15. 

 
Partner opens 1NT.  This is your hand:  AJ87  65  T9   AJT95   How do you show this 
hand?  This is a sequence you should discuss with your partner.  I prefer 2C and if partner 
bids 2D or 2H - I would bid 3NT.  With a STRONGER  hand I would bid 3C (showing slam 
interest and 5+ clubs) - this is 100% forcing. 

16. 

 
Partner opens 1NT.  This is your hand:  KQ87  KJ65  T9   T95    You bid stayman.  
Suppose he answers 2H, what do you do now?      Do you take another bid?   Having found a 
"Golden" fit - you would invite partner to game with your hand by bidding 3H. 

17. 

 
Partner opens 1NT    This is your hand:   Axx  Axxx  A4  Jxxx    What do you bid?  
Suppose he answers 2H, what do you bid?      What if he responds 2S?   If he were to  
answer 2H - you should bid 4H without hesitation - otherwise you would bid 3NT. 

 

 18. 

 

YOU open 1NT with the following hand: AJ9  AQT  AQT9   T95 and partner bids 2 . 
How do you respond?     He then bids 2S, what is he telling you and how should you 
respond?  What if he bids 3S, what does that tell you about his hand?   
I would bid 2D denying a 4 card major.  If partner bids 2S after my 2D bid - I would assume 
he had 5S and 4H and an invitational hand.   If partner bids 3S after my 2D bid - I would 
assume he had 5S and 4H and an game forcing hand.   Either way 4S is the correct contract 
since I have a maximum. 

 

19. 
 

YOU open 1NT with the following hand: AJ9  AQT5  AQT9  95 and partner bids 2 .  
How do you respond?  You would show your 4 card major by bidding 2H.   He then bids 2NT, 
what is he telling you and how should you respond?  
Partner is showing 4S and an invitational hand - with maximum values go to 3NT.    

 

20. 

 

YOU open 1NT with the following hand: AJ9  AJT5  AJT9   95 and partner bids 2 . 
How do you respond?  You would show your 4 card major by bidding 2H.     He then bids 
3NT, what is he telling you and should you take another bid?   He is telling you that he has 4S 
and 10+ points and that the partnership needs to be in game.  He has set the contract. 

  
21.  

 
You are responder and you hold 11HCP and 4/3/3/3 hand. What should you do?   Suppose 
you had the same distribution and only 8 points?  With 11 points and a flat hand bid 3NT.  
With 8 points and a flat hand I generally pass because I have no ruffing values.. 

 


